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MATTHEW 6:33
“BUT SEEK FIRST HIS KINGDOM AND HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS, 
AND ALL THESE THINGS WILL BE GIVEN TO YOU AS WELL.”

In Jesus’ most famous sermon, The Sermon on the Mount, Jesus addresses 
His followers on the topic of worry. Instead of worrying about food, drink 
and clothing, He offers an alternative – to seek first God’s kingdom and His 
righteousness.

The phrase, “But seek first” is an important one. To seek can mean to follow, 
investigate or pursue. We are all in pursuit. Some of us will pursue more 
money or material possessions this year. Others may pursue an ideal weight or 
relationship. Others yet will pursue a bigger platform and worldly influence 
by which to be recognized. We were created for worship and if we’re not 
chasing after God, our hearts are guaranteed to gravitate towards something or 
someone else! 

Most theologians will tell you that God’s kingdom is His rule and His reign. 
As followers, we are to actively pursue God’s kingdom reign here on the earth. 
We are to be busy doing the Father’s business, as some would say. We’re called 
to love God with all of our hearts and love our neighbor as ourselves. This is to 
be our highest priority and of first importance. 

Our annual SEEK series is an opportunity to slow down and ask God to 
realign our hearts to His. SEEK is the chance to put first things first. Will you 
join me in this journey of seeking God and His kingdom? Will you join me in 
praying for God’s kingdom to come here on earth, as it is in Heaven? Finally, 
will you join me in preparing our hearts for the Bridegroom to return?

Introduction



This guide has been put together by me and some of our leaders. Our hope 
is that it blesses, encourages and motivates you to seek the Father’s heart this 
New Year. We’re praying that the people of Radiant Church might become 
more devoted followers of Jesus in 2021. 

May God’s kingdom and righteousness be the things we seek after most this 
year! 

Pastor Marco Salazar 



DAY 1

LUKE 11:1-2
 ONE DAY JESUS WAS PRAYING IN A CERTAIN PLACE. WHEN HE 

FINISHED, ONE OF HIS DISCIPLES SAID TO HIM, “LORD, TEACH US 
TO PRAY, JUST AS JOHN TAUGHT HIS DISCIPLES.” HE SAID TO THEM, 
“WHEN YOU PRAY, SAY: ‘FATHER, HALLOWED BE YOUR NAME, YOUR 

KINGDOM COME.’”

Exciting prayer life. That phrase probably doesn’t cross your mind when you think 
about prayer. Perhaps when you think about prayer maybe you would use adjectives 
such as: boring, laborious, or infrequent. This is common among many of Jesus’ 
followers today. We get excited about many things but prayer isn’t often one of them. 

Jesus, however, had a vibrant prayer life. Jesus’ prayer life inspired His disciples! After 
Jesus finished praying one day, one of His disciples made perhaps the most important 
request of all time: “Lord teach us to pray…” Out of all the things they could have 
asked for Jesus to teach them, they asked Him to teach them to pray. This is important 
because they must have noticed something about the way Jesus engaged His Heavenly 
Father in prayer. They must have noticed His frequent withdrawals from the crowds to 
go and pray. Surely, they noticed His zeal and willingness to pray. Jesus clearly possessed 
something they did not have when it came to prayer.

Only when we mimic the pattern of prayer in Jesus’ life can our prayer lives experience 
revival! It truly is possible to have a vibrant and exciting prayer life when we recognize 
that prayer is not simply a task we check off our list, but a relationship we participate 
in. Jesus exemplified this in the pages of the Gospels. This New Year, ask God to revive 
your prayer life so that you might approach Him each day with anticipation, gratitude, 
and gladness in your heart! 



REFLECTION

 λ How would you describe your current prayer life?
 λ What is one aspect of your prayer life that you would like to see change in 2021?

PRAYER

“Heavenly Father, would You reset my prayer life to look like Jesus’ prayer life this year? 
Lord, teach me to pray in the same way You taught Your disciples to pray. Give me a 
holy desire to seek You each day. Amen.”



DAY 2

MATTHEW 6:6
“BUT WHEN YOU PRAY, GO INTO YOUR ROOM, CLOSE THE DOOR 

AND PRAY TO YOUR FATHER, WHO IS UNSEEN. THEN YOUR FATHER, 
WHO SEES WHAT IS DONE IN SECRET, WILL REWARD YOU.”

If I want to pray with zero distractions I have to wake up early. This is the only way I can 
give God my undivided attention. Once the kids are awake it’s a bit of a zoo around our 
house. The clamor of waking kids fills the home with noise and all kinds of distractions. 
This may be the case for you too. 

Jesus tells us to pick a designated place to pray. A secluded location where we can 
withdraw from others. Some have coined this as the prayer closet. A prayer closet is the 
place where you can consistently go to be with God uninterrupted. As soon as you shut 
the door, you are immediately with Him.

Jesus frequently went to a solitary place to pray (Mark 1:35). Jesus shows us that the 
place of prayer is just as important as the language of prayer. Your relationship with 
your Heavenly Father begins by withdrawing to the secret place of prayer. It can be your 
bedroom, car or a remote location away from home. Wherever it is, make that place the 
place where you meet with God on a daily basis. 

REFLECTION

 λ Do you have a regular meeting place with God?
 λ Why do you think the location of meeting with God is just as important as our 

prayers?
PRAYER

“God, help me to find the secret place where I can meet with You. Show me a space 
where I can continually meet with You uninterrupted. Amen.” 



DAY 3

PSALM 27:4
“ONE THING I ASK FROM THE LORD, THIS ONLY DO I SEEK: THAT I 

MAY DWELL IN THE HOUSE OF THE LORD ALL THE DAYS OF MY LIFE, 
TO GAZE ON THE BEAUTY OF THE LORD AND TO SEEK HIM IN HIS 

TEMPLE.”

In Psalm 27:4 David described his foremost desire. David’s highest desire was to gaze 
upon the beauty of the Lord and to seek Him in His temple. David had what we might 
call a healthy obsession with God. There was nothing he wanted more than to know 
God and be known by Him. Above anything else, David desired God!

What do you desire above anything else? Think about your highest desires. Some of 
you may desire to be happy. Others of you may desire fame or to be well known and 
influential. Others yet may desire wealth and all of the comforts it brings in life.  

Here’s what we should know: Whatever has captured our hearts determines the 
direction of our lives. Our highest desires steer us in their direction. If we want to be 
rich above all, we will spend all of our time thinking and devising more ways to make 
money. If our highest desire is to know God, we will spend every waking moment 
thinking of and pursuing Him. Let’s spend 2021 with knowing God as our highest 
desire. Let’s set our eyes, our minds and our hearts on Him this year! 

REFLECTION

 λ What do you desire more than anything in this life?
 λ What practical steps can you implement to make and keep God as your highest 

desire?
PRAYER

“Heavenly Father, my desire is to live continually in Your presence. Help me as I seek 
Your will and submit my thoughts, plans and wisdom to You. Stir my heart’s affections 
so that I might continually gaze upon Your beauty. Amen.”



DAY 4

PHILIPPIANS 3:13-14
“BROTHERS AND SISTERS, I DO NOT CONSIDER MYSELF YET TO 

HAVE TAKEN HOLD OF IT. BUT ONE THING I DO: FORGETTING WHAT 
IS BEHIND AND STRAINING TOWARD WHAT IS AHEAD, I PRESS 

ON TOWARD THE GOAL TO WIN THE PRIZE FOR WHICH GOD HAS 
CALLED ME HEAVENWARD IN CHRIST JESUS.”

Whenever we decide to commit ourselves to daily prayer, it seems like the enemy 
will often attack us with distractions, temptations, and discouragement. These are 
common to everyone’s experience. Our adversary wants us to focus on our past failures, 
reminding us of the many times we attempted to prioritize prayer but have failed. 

Paul never claims to have achieved a life of perfection. Far from it. Rather, he focuses on 
straining towards the future and forgetting what is behind him. We must emulate this 
character trait in Paul and constantly push forward by the grace of God. We must come 
to grips with the fact that we cannot change our past. While the enemy uses shame, 
guilt and condemnation to keep us in bondage, Christ reminds us of His freedom paid 
for at the cross of Calvary. 

Are you facing apprehension and discouragement during these 21 days? If so, take on 
the attitude of Paul. Don’t worry about the past which you cannot change. Instead 
focus on today and what tomorrow brings. By God’s grace, forget what is behind you 
and press on towards the goal in Jesus Christ! God has begun a good work in you and 
He is faithful to carry it out to completion until the day Christ returns (Phil 1:7). 

REFLECTION

 λ What has been your biggest discouragement lately when it comes to prayer?
 λ How can focusing on the future rather than the past, motivate you to press on 

toward the goal?

PRAYER

“Lord, by Your grace, help me to forget my many failed attempts at prioritizing prayer 
and allow me to press forward in the power of Your Spirit. Amen.”



DAY 5

PSALM 21:6
“SURELY YOU HAVE GRANTED HIM ETERNAL BLESSINGS AND MADE 

HIM GLAD WITH THE JOY OF YOUR PRESENCE.”

2020 was the year of “social distancing” and there isn’t a person on the planet that does 
not understand this concept of “distance”. Communicating from a distance through 
technology for many was difficult. One thing that this made apparent was the blessing 
of having someone, whether it be a friend or family member, actually in your presence. 
To have them there in person, is something we used to take for granted. 

This idea can be transferred over to our spiritual lives, as we practice the joy of being 
in God’s presence. King David comments on this by saying that God has granted him 
“eternal blessing” and made the king glad with the “joy of presence”. We can engage 
God through worship, prayer, the gathering of the saints, communion and more and we 
get to experience the joy of His presence! 

Consider the song by Elevation Worship*, in which the chorus goes like this:

YOUR PRESENCE IS AN OPEN DOOR WE WANT YOU, LORD LIKE 
NEVER BEFORE YOUR PRESENCE IS AN OPEN DOOR SO, COME NOW 

LORD LIKE NEVER BEFORE

There is incredible joy in the presence of God. This presence is an invitation into a 
personal relationship with Him. The same God who created the universe is the same 
God who knows you by name and desires to just be with you. The door is open and He 
is waiting. 

REFLECTION

 λ In what ways have you been inviting God’s presence into your life?
 λ How can you welcome God’s presence into different aspects of your life?

PRAYER

“Father God, thank you for the joy and gift of your presence. Come into my heart and 
life, make your home with me and let me experience the joy of your presence. Amen.”



DAY 6

2 CHRONICLES 20:12B
“WE DO NOT KNOW WHAT TO DO, BUT OUR EYES ARE UPON YOU.” 

This is the prayer of King Jehoshaphat, the ruler of Judah, who was facing a large army 
from Edom. When the king received the news of an approaching army, he was greatly 
alarmed. He did not shrug off or discredit the large threat that was coming his way. 
Instead, Jehoshaphat acted quickly and declared that everyone in the towns of Judah 
fast and seek the Lord. After some time, the king drew everyone together and cried 
out to God in the assembly of all the people. He acknowledged God’s great power to 
intervene yet also came to God with his honest cry of distress.

There are times when we are faced with a threatening “army” in our lives- stress at work, 
in our marriage, with finances, health issues or unrest happening in the world. It can 
be easy to panic and take one of two approaches: to either avoid God completely or to 
walk about naively. In all things, God wants us to acknowledge Him. Our cry for His 
help and our honest need for his intervention is what drives us to our knees in prayer. 

We often think that if we only worshipped more, prayed harder, did more good; 
that God would hear our prayer. While worshipping authentically, praying intently 
and doing good works are relevant practices of a spiritual life, we must remember to 
approach God in humility first. Scripture tells us that God opposes the proud but 
shows grace to the humble ( James 4:6). Jehophaphat quickly humbled himself and 
asked the people of Judah to do the same. It’s okay to say “I don’t know how to do this, 
but God, I look to you.” 



REFLECTION

 λ What problem are you facing today, where you have said “I don’t know what to do 
about this…”? How can you bring that to God?

 λ Have you ever not brought an issue to God and instead, carried it for too long? 
How can you release that into the Father’s arms today?

PRAYER

“God, I thank you for Your loving care and attention to my life. I have been facing this 
issue lately and I don’t know what to do about it. I look to You for guidance and I ask 
that You would help me with this. I know that I don’t always have the answer, but I 
look to You and I wait on You. Amen.”



DAY 7

EPHESIANS 5:1-2
“BE IMITATORS OF GOD, THEREFORE, AS DEARLY LOVED CHILDREN 

AND LIVE A LIFE OF LOVE, JUST AS CHRIST LOVED US AND GAVE 
HIMSELF UP FOR US AS A FRAGRANT OFFERING.”

Young children can often imitate what they see and hear. If a parent is extra silly, the 
child will learn to be silly. If another sings often with their child, then they will imitate 
what they are exposed to. The same is true of us. As we read God’s word and spend time 
with Him, we learn more about Him. But, it doesn’t stop there. We should take up the 
ways of God and learn to imitate what we see and hear. Why? Because we are His dearly 
loved children. Like Him, we should learn to live a life of love, as Christ gave Himself 
up for us. 

Perhaps you’ve been living, speaking, acting or working in a way that is not an imitation 
of the love of God. Your thoughts and words seem right to you, but they are not what 
God has shown you about Himself. Do the hard work of setting those things aside 
and imitating the selflessness of Christ. It is not easy to do; however, the instructions 
are quite clear: Christ gave Himself up for us. So, likewise, we are called to give up 
ourselves for others. It’s a simple instruction but hard to practice.

The good news is that when we imitate God’s ways, we can know for certain that we are 
doing what is right in His eyes. The more that we know Him, the more we do what He 
says and show our love for Him. Imitating God will help us to bring the light of Christ 
to a dark world. 

REFLECTION

 λ In what ways am I not imitating God?
 λ How can I imitate God in my thoughts, actions and words?

PRAYER

“God, Your ways are always better than mine. Help me to know You better and to 
become an imitator of what You do, just as a child imitates their parents. Grant me your 
Holy Spirit to walk in the love of Christ towards others. Amen.” 



DAY 8

LUKE 8:43-48
“AND A WOMAN WAS THERE WHO HAD BEEN SUBJECT TO 

BLEEDING FOR TWELVE YEARS, BUT NO ONE COULD HEAL HER. SHE 
CAME UP BEHIND HIM AND TOUCHED THE EDGE OF HIS CLOAK, 

AND IMMEDIATELY HER BLEEDING STOPPED. “WHO TOUCHED ME?” 
JESUS ASKED. WHEN THEY ALL DENIED IT, PETER SAID, “MASTER, 
THE PEOPLE ARE CROWDING AND PRESSING AGAINST YOU.” BUT 
JESUS SAID, “SOMEONE TOUCHED ME; I KNOW THAT POWER HAS 

GONE OUT FROM ME.” THEN THE WOMAN, SEEING THAT SHE 
COULD NOT GO UNNOTICED, CAME TREMBLING AND FELL AT HIS 
FEET. IN THE PRESENCE OF ALL THE PEOPLE, SHE TOLD WHY SHE 

HAD TOUCHED HIM AND HOW SHE HAD BEEN INSTANTLY HEALED.  
THEN HE SAID TO HER, “DAUGHTER, YOUR FAITH HAS HEALED YOU. 

GO IN PEACE.”

We all carry scars. Whether it’s cancer, abuse, illness, depression, or from things we may 
have done. However, hope is still possible in the midst of suffering and Jesus shows us 
this. Consider how Jesus healed the woman in the passage above. The woman was not 
a prominent person in her culture. Yet, Jesus took time for her to even tell her that her 
faith had healed her. 

Later, in this same chapter of Luke, Jesus also raises Jarius’ daughter from the dead. 
Jairus was a ruler in the synagogue and yet, Jesus still took the time to go and perform 
the miracle of raising his daughter from the dead. Jesus often broke cultural boundaries. 
He healed the young and the old, men and women, insiders and outsiders. I love Jesus’ 
compassion for us.

Today, you may be going through something like the woman who was bleeding for 12 
years and feel like there is no hope. Maybe it is something that you have been dealing 
with for just a few months, but it feels like it has been years. Or maybe it was sudden 
like Jairus’ daughter passing away before Jesus could get to her. 
I like how this section of Scripture encourages us to stay hopeful, no matter how long 
we are suffering. Remember this truth when you are going through hard times - you 
have so much value to God and He is willing and ready to take the time for you!



REFLECTION

 λ Was there a time in your life when you saw hope during a difficult situation?
 λ What are some ways that can help you remember these truths during hard times?

PRAYER

“Father, help me to remember Your truths and love for me during my hard times. Keep 
my eyes on You and remind me that I am complete in You. I trust that You can make 
me whole in the midst of suffering. Help me to reach out to You, in faith, knowing that 
You can take away the suffering completely. Thank You Father, for Your faithfulness and 
truths. In Your precious Name, amen.”



DAY 9

JOHN 9:1-3
“AS HE WENT ALONG, HE SAW A MAN BLIND FROM BIRTH. HIS 

DISCIPLES ASKED HIM, ‘RABBI, WHO SINNED, THIS MAN OR HIS 
PARENTS, THAT HE WAS BORN BLIND?’ ‘NEITHER THIS MAN NOR 

HIS PARENTS SINNED,’ SAID JESUS, ‘BUT THIS HAPPENED SO THAT 
THE WORK OF GOD MIGHT BE DISPLAYED IN HIS LIFE.” 

Here in the gospel of Luke, we see Jesus interacting with His disciples. They have come 
upon a man who was born blind at birth. Wanting to get to the bottom of this man’s 
situation, the disciples ask who is responsible. Jesus meets them with an answer that 
may have surprised them. He explained that it was not the fault of the family, but rather 
an opportunity to show the work of God in that man’s life. The story continues on to 
share how Jesus heals this man from his blindness and how the healed man shared his 
experience with those around him. 

How many times have we faced trials and asked those same types of questions as the 
disciples? Why me? What did I do to deserve this? Why is this happening to my child? 
Who is responsible for this? When situations are painful and difficult, we often want to 
know why. We think if we can pinpoint the blame, maybe it will be easier. As humans, 
we are fixers. We want to know the why so we can move forward with a solution. 
What if instead of asking all those questions, when we face difficult times, we looked 
to God instead? Our situations look different when we see them from an eternal 
perspective. When we ask God to let us see the situation from His eyes, from His 
perspective, suddenly those tough times take on a different form. This is because we can 
see God’s eternal purpose. When we understand that our most difficult situations can 
be used to show the work of God displayed in our lives, there can be a change of heart 
and hope can arise. 

Maybe you are facing a difficult situation or know someone who is. What if instead of 
asking why, you asked how God might use that situation to lead others to Him? Take 
some time alone with God to wrestle with your situation and see how God’s work 
might be displayed in a mighty way through your suffering. 



REFLECTION

 λ Reflect on difficult situations from your past. Can you identify any times where 
God was glorified through your struggles? 

 λ If you are currently facing a difficult situation, take it to God. Ask Him how this 
situation might be used to bring Him glory. 

PRAYER

“Heavenly Father, please help me remember in the midst of difficult times that You 
hold me in Your hands. I trust You to use this difficult situation as a way to display Your 
work in my life. Amen.” 



DAY 10

JOHN 13: 34-35
”A NEW COMMAND I GIVE YOU: LOVE ONE ANOTHER. AS I HAVE 

LOVED YOU, SO YOU MUST LOVE ONE ANOTHER. BY THIS ALL 
MEN WILL KNOW THAT YOU ARE MY DISCIPLES, IF YOU LOVE ONE 

ANOTHER.” 

In this section of scripture, Jesus is spending time with His disciples. The above verse 
is right on the heels of His announcement that He will only be with them for a short 
while longer and where He is going, they cannot come. I believe that is important 
because it makes the following verse even more powerful. He shares a commandment 
with them. Something He wants them to hold onto, even after He’s gone. 
Love one another. 

The first powerful part of this verse is that Jesus tells His disciples, and us, that we 
should love one another. He also says how. We are called to love others the way Jesus 
has loved us. Our standard for loving others is how Jesus has shown us love. That’s a tall 
order. Think for a second about the awe-inspiring love that Jesus has for us. It’s without 
condition, it’s unending, and we do not deserve it. This is the type of love we are called 
to lavish on others. 

This section concludes with Jesus saying that people will know we belong to Him 
because of this love. That means when we live out this radical love for other people, 
the world will take notice. They will see that something is different and this will lead 
them to Jesus. That type of love speaks loudly. There are many noisy people in our 
culture right now. They want to scream and yell to show their allegiance, but I want to 
challenge you to look at how Jesus says the world will notice us and how the world will 
know where our hearts belong...by love. That radical and life-changing love is what we 
are called to. 

As we begin the year 2021, begin to think about how you can live out this command 
that Jesus gave to his disciples and to us, to love others the way Jesus has loved us. 



REFLECTION

 λ Who in your life is a representation of this type of radical love? Does that love 
speak louder than their words? 

 λ How can you tangibly love others this year? Think through these different groups 
and brainstorm some ways to show them love this year. (Neighbors, coworkers, 
family, and friends)

PRAYER

“Heavenly Father, thank You for the amazing love You show Your children. Please give 
me opportunities to love those around me. Help me strive to love them in the same way 
You love us. Amen.” 



DAY 11

2 CORINTHIANS 1:3-5
”PRAISE BE TO THE GOD AND FATHER OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, 

THE FATHER OF COMPASSION AND THE GOD OF ALL COMFORT, 
WHO COMFORTS US IN ALL OUR TROUBLES, SO THAT WE CAN 

COMFORT THOSE IN ANY TROUBLE WITH THE COMFORT WE 
OURSELVES HAVE RECEIVED FROM GOD.” 

Paul begins the book of 2 Corinthians with this message about comfort. Please note 
how he refers to God: the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort. Those are 
some powerful titles. As he writes to the church in Corinth, he makes clear that not 
only does God bestow His comfort upon us, but we in turn have a responsibility to 
share that same comfort with those around us. 

The past year has been fraught with trouble, disappointment, and grief.  This year 
caught us by surprise and stretched us in ways we weren’t expecting. Many of you faced 
some of your greatest disappointments and also your greatest losses. In the midst of 
those trials, did you feel alone? Did you feel discouraged? Is it also possible that you felt 
this unmatched comfort that only God can provide?

Sometimes we forget that Jesus was fully human. He experienced hurt, disappointment, 
and troubles. Jesus knows us and He knows our struggles. He is present in our darkest 
hours and He is there to share His comfort. Because of His compassion for His 
children, He reaches out to us. He meets us. His arms are extended and full of love and 
comfort. We just need to receive it. 

How amazing that Paul doesn’t stop there. He doesn’t stop at sharing about God’s 
comfort. He takes it one step further. We now get to play an active role in this gift of 
comfort. Now that we have received it, we can share it. We have the great and awesome 
responsibility to share God’s comfort with those in our lives who are hurting, who are 
in need of hope and comfort. 



REFLECTION

 λ Reflect on how God has met you in your times of need and how He has shown you 
His comfort.

 λ Who do you know in your life that may be in need of comfort? What practical 
ways can you show that person love and share the comfort of God? 

PRAYER

“Heavenly Father, thank you for the many ways you have shown me great comfort 
during difficult times. Use me to share that same comfort with those in my life. Amen.” 



DAY 12

JOSHUA 1:8-9 (THE MESSAGE)
“AND DON’T FOR A MINUTE LET THIS BOOK OF THE REVELATION 

BE OUT OF MIND. PONDER AND MEDITATE ON IT DAY AND NIGHT, 
MAKING SURE YOU PRACTICE EVERYTHING WRITTEN IN IT. THEN 

YOU’LL GET WHERE YOU’RE GOING; THEN YOU’LL SUCCEED. 
HAVEN’T I COMMANDED YOU? STRENGTH! COURAGE! DON’T BE 

TIMID; DON’T GET DISCOURAGED. GOD, YOUR GOD, IS WITH YOU 
EVERY STEP YOU TAKE.”

Joshua had just lost his friend, mentor and father figure, Moses. Joshua found himself 
thrust into a leadership role which he felt undoubtedly unworthy and unprepared. 
How could he possibly fill the shoes of Moses who had talked to God face to face? 
Joshua couldn’t show fear, or he would have lost confidence in the eyes of the people. 
He needed to demonstrate a bold obedience to God’s commands in order to ensure 
success. Joshua was able to do this because he was willing to seek God and surrender to 
Him.

Today you may be facing something unexpected and you’re feeling overwhelmed or 
unprepared for the trial you are facing. Maybe you’ve lost a loved one or someone 
you’ve looked up to during this season of COVID 19. There may be others you lead 
who are looking to you for direction. Take heart and be encouraged through the words 
of this passage. Keep your Bible open and meditate on God’s Word day and night. 
Let the words of the Bible bring you to action in your life. In your obedience to God, 
He will always bring purpose, direction and success. What is required of us is faith, 
obedience, strength and courage. Don’t be timid and don’t get discouraged. God, your 
God, is with you every step you take. The road you’re on is steady and dependable 
because God walks with you every step of the way. Walk in faith and be encouraged on 
your journey.



REFLECTION

 λ Joshua found his strength and his courage through obedience to God. In what ways 
have you obeyed God and what were the results?

 λ How can you begin taking more steps in trusting God today? 

PRAYER

“Papa, help me today to stay in Your Word and to keep the words in my heart and 
meditate on it day and night. Help me to surrender my will to Your will and remember 
that You are with me every day.  Every step I take You are by my side. In Jesus name I 
pray. Amen.”



DAY 13

ISAIAH 40:28-31 (THE MESSAGE)
“HE DOES NOT GET TIRED OUT, DOES NOT PAUSE TO CATCH HIS 

BREATH. AND HE KNOWS EVERYTHING, INSIDE AND OUT. HE 
ENERGIZES THOSE WHO GET TIRED, GIVES FRESH STRENGTH 

TO DROPOUTS. FOR EVEN YOUNG PEOPLE TIRE AND DROP OUT, 
YOUNG FOLK IN THEIR PRIME STUMBLE AND FALL. BUT THOSE 

WHO WAIT UPON GOD GET FRESH STRENGTH. THEY SPREAD THEIR 
WINGS AND SOAR LIKE EAGLES, THEY RUN AND DO NOT GET 

TIRED, THEY WALK AND DO NOT LAG BEHIND.”

The Israelites were in desperate need of strength. God responds to them with this 
reminder to all ages of His all-knowing character. He does not sleep or tire like we do.  
We find our strength in His mighty wings which enables us to succeed through Him. 
He gives us the strength for what we’re facing along with endurance to reach the finish 
line. 

This is true today even in our unstable world. God desires to love us, strengthen our 
faith, and fulfill our needs. God knows everything. He understands our pain. He 
understands that we get tired and discouraged. He knows that there will be times when 
our spiritual growth will suffer setbacks. 
Maybe that is you today. Are you tired of trying to live right and find yourself falling 
back into old habits? Are you weary and tired from this past year’s events? Rather than 
going backwards, choose to put your hope in God and His promises. If you endure and 
keep your faith in God, He will renew your strength so you can carry on!

REFLECTION

 λ How does God’s all-knowing character change how you view your future?
 λ What old habits have you fallen back into that need turning over to the Lord?

PRAYER

“Papa, help us to remember that our setbacks can often be turned into great comebacks 
to renew our faith and trust in You. Let our habits become Christ centered rather than 
self-centered.  We pray for Your strength and stability in our lives and in our country. In 
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.”



DAY 14

1 PETER 1:13 ( THE MESSAGE)
 “SO ROLL UP YOUR SLEEVES, PUT YOUR MIND IN GEAR, BE 

TOTALLY READY TO RECEIVE THE GIFT THAT’S COMING WHEN JESUS 
ARRIVES. DON’T LAZILY SLIP BACK INTO THOSE OLD GROOVES OF 

EVIL, DOING JUST WHAT YOU FEEL LIKE DOING. YOU DIDN’T KNOW 
ANY BETTER THEN; YOU DO NOW. AS OBEDIENT CHILDREN, LET 
YOURSELVES BE PULLED INTO A WAY OF LIFE SHAPED BY GOD’S 

LIFE, A LIFE ENERGETIC AND BLAZING WITH HOLINESS. GOD SAID, 
“I AM HOLY; YOU BE HOLY.”

In the Christian life it is important to watch for the storms that will arise. We must be 
prepared for the trials that will inevitably come our way. To prepare ourselves we must 
be right with God and rid ourselves of those things that interfere with our relationship 
with Him. Think about it for a moment, if you can’t hear the Lord clearly, then you 
won’t be able to obey Him. Don’t panic or look to temporary solutions. Stay grounded 
in scripture and trust that He will give you discernment about what to do. 

We can’t control storms, but we can control how we respond to them. Our response 
can make all the difference. Facing storms when grounded in our relationship with God 
enables us to see beyond our circumstances, remain calm and allows God to shape our 
lives in obedience to Him.

REFLECTION

 λ Preparation for storms are found in being right with God. Is there anything that 
hinders your relationship with Him?

 λ Solutions to our problems can be found in scripture. What temporary solution do 
you cling to that keeps you from scripture?

PRAYER

“Papa, as we experience storms in our lives help us to not turn to temporary solutions 
that only bring us temporary joy. Help us to keep our eyes on You and not to succumb 
to old habits or become numb to sin. Help us to live our lives holy and acceptable to 
You. In Jesus name I pray. Amen.”



DAY 15

PSALM 103:13-14 (ESV)
“AS A FATHER SHOWS COMPASSION TO HIS CHILDREN, SO THE 
LORD SHOWS COMPASSION TO THOSE WHO FEAR HIM. FOR HE 

KNOWS OUR FRAME; HE REMEMBERS THAT WE ARE DUST.”

So many times, we see God through the lens of how we view our earthly father. If you 
were wronged by them, you tend to expect God to wrong you. If your father was always 
angry with you, most times, you will have the same standard with the Lord; that at 
any moment, His fist will come down. However, this scripture along with many others 
remind us of the heart of the Father - that He has compassion on those who fear and 
earnestly seek Him.

The scripture goes on to tell of the Lord remembering how we were formed and how 
finite we are as humans. This is a showing of how patient He is with you as you learn 
and grow while learning to walk with Him. He knows your inmost being (Psalm 
139:13), the good & the bad, yet He still has compassion and steadfast love that He 
freely gives you through Jesus.

I think that it can be hard to wrap our minds around the concept of a compassionate 
and patient Father; especially if you come from a broken home where you didn’t have 
a stable father figure. Yet, God gifts His grace, compassion, love, mercy, and so much 
more when you choose to earnestly and humbly seek Him in every area of your life. You 
become an adopted child of the Father and can have the confidence needed to enter 
into His presence - knowing that you will receive compassion as He patiently waits for 
you to come to Him.

What an amazing and undeserved thing! Even when you fail, lose hope, or even walk 
away for a period of time, you can still come back to the open arms of a compassionate 
and loving Father who patiently awaits you to come exactly the way you are. 



REFLECTION

 λ Has the lens with which you see your earthly father skewed the lens in which you 
see your Heavenly Father, hindering you from spending time with Him?

 λ Do you allow the things you’ve done to block you from running to the compassionate 
arms of your Father?

PRAYER

“Father, remind me today that I am Your child, You formed me, and You are patiently 
waiting for me to run into Your compassionate and loving arms. Amen.”



DAY 16

LUKE 10:41-42 ESV
“BUT THE LORD ANSWERED HER, ‘MARTHA, MARTHA, YOU ARE 

ANXIOUS AND TROUBLED ABOUT MANY THINGS, BUT ONE THING 
IS NECESSARY, MARY HAS CHOSEN THE GOOD PORTION, WHICH 

WILL NOT BE TAKEN AWAY FROM HER.”

In these verses, we see the human nature of Martha. She is unnecessarily troubled and 
anxious over making sure everything is done correctly. She chides when her sister, Mary, 
goes to sit at the feet of Jesus. While this reaction is normal for her, Jesus steps in and 
gifts her a teachable moment. He tells her that Mary has chosen something that she will 
not so easily lose; the gift of learning directly from Jesus rather than just merely serving 
Him.

We live in a fast-paced, “do” culture. We’re always looking for the next best things in 
life or looking for ways to get ahead. We take on one thing after another, constantly 
thinking of our image that we must maintain. This mentality neglects the need to slow 
down and, not only appreciate what we have in life, but to spend crucial time with 
Jesus. While serving Him is good, nothing replaces time spent with Him.

Many times throughout the accounts of Jesus in scripture, He would model the need 
to spend time with His Father by retreating to the desolate, or “secret” places. He 
knew how crucial it was, especially with the intensity of His ministry work, to spend 
time sitting at the feet of His Father. Spending time, alone, in the presence of God 
allowed for the necessary, transformative work to continue forward in what His Father 
commissioned Him to do.

What an example for us to follow as believers! The more time we spend sitting at His 
feet, the more our lives will begin to mirror the One who created us. While serving and 
doing His Kingdom work is not necessarily a bad thing, we need to be sure that we are 
first spending time with Jesus so we can then better serve Him in the areas He’s asked us 
to.



REFLECTION

 λ When is the last time you simply sat in the presence of the Lord and listened to 
what He had to say to you?

 λ Do you find yourself doing more than just being?

PRAYER

“Jesus, teach me to sit at Your feet and simply glean from what You are speaking to me. 
Help me to constantly see the importance of being in Your presence over being anxious 
for nothing. Amen.”



DAY 17

LUKE 18:1 ESV
“AND HE TOLD THEM A PARABLE TO THE EFFECT THAT THEY OUGHT 

ALWAYS TO PRAY AND NOT LOSE HEART.”

In this section of scripture, Jesus tells a parable of a woman who persistently went to an 
“unrighteous” judge, seeking out justice against her adversary. She did not stop. Finally, 
the judge granted her request. Her persistent coming back to the judge paid off. She got 
the justice she needed. Jesus concludes by asking if God will give justice to His chosen; 
if He would delay or not. He settles it by stating that God would “speedily” give them 
justice.

There are several instances in the Bible where we are shown the importance of prayer. 
In 1 Thessalonians 5:17, we’re told to “pray without ceasing” and in James 5 it speaks 
of a righteous person’s prayer being powerful and effective. In the Old Testament, we 
are shown several instances where the people of God cried out and He answered them; 
especially through those persistent prayers. Why would God tell us to continually pray? 
Simple. Prayer works.

Although it’s not always easy, prayer should be our first response instead of our last 
resort. Though we may start to lose hope the longer we ask the Lord for something, we 
should never stop praying. When we are persistent in prayer, the Lord will continually 
answer us. We may not be answered in the way that we would like, but we need to trust 
that He is a faithful Father who knows exactly what we need. We simply need to make 
our requests known to Him, release it into His hands, and trust that He has heard our 
cry.

Prayer is such a powerful tool that has been gifted to us to use every day! We may grow 
tired and we may not see the fruit of our prayers right away, if at all. However, we will 
grow into a closer relationship with the Lord if we continue to communicate with Him 
through prayer and trust that He will answer us.



REFLECTION

 λ What is something that you are needing to be persistent in prayer with?
 λ What hinders you from being bold and persistent with your prayers?

PRAYER

“Lord, I need Your strength to continue praying bold prayers. Help me to realize that 
You are both listening and working behind the scenes to answer me. Amen.”



DAY 18

ACTS 1:14 
“THEY ALL JOINED TOGETHER CONSTANTLY IN PRAYER ALONG 

WITH THE WOMEN AND MARY THE MOTHER OF JESUS, AND WITH 
HIS BROTHERS.” 

Luke writes here in the book of Acts about the time after Jesus’ death and resurrection. 
You see the disciples and Jesus’ followers entered into a time that they thought would 
be dark and hopeless (sound familiar?) However, Jesus’ promise of resurrection and 
fulfillment of God’s plan had come to fruition. In the 40 days following his death, Jesus 
appeared to His followers and spoke to them about the kingdom of God. He asked 
them to wait for the gift of the Holy Spirit that God had promised to bring them. Once 
he left them to go to His Father, the disciples gathered and “prayed constantly.” 

Think about this for a moment; Jesus’ followers were experiencing a time in which 
they could have chosen to run in fear. Their Roman and Jewish leaders had rejected 
Jesus’ teachings and crucified Him. Instead of running in fear, Jesus’ disciples stood in 
faith. In Acts we watch them become filled with the Holy Spirit and boldly take on the 
spread of the Good News even in the face of suffering and persecution. 

The year 2020 has been a bleak time for so many of us. However we are filled with His 
Holy Spirit! How much time are we spending in His presence in this season? Are we 
constantly in prayer when faced with trials and tribulations? Later in Acts, Luke shares 
the words of Peter during a time when they could’ve given up on hope: 
 
“I saw the Lord always before me. Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. 
Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices, my body also will rest in hope 
because you will not abandon me to the realm of the dead, you will not let your holy 
one see decay. You have made known to me the paths of life; you will fill me with joy in 
your presence.” (Acts 2)



To be intentional, make time rather than wait for the time to pray! Make prayer a 
conversation, and invite God into your life experiences. Pray while you are driving in 
your car and thank Him for what He is doing in your life or in your city. Pray for peace 
when you are feeling restless. Stop and pray right away for someone who reaches out 
with a need. Pray and thank God for the new day when you rise in the morning. Make 
God a part of your entire day, every day! May we stay strong in this season, be filled 
with hope and courage, and remain constantly in prayer! 

REFLECTION

 λ Do you start your day in God’s presence? Start getting in this habit by following the 
“5 minute prayer.” Thank Him (1 min), pray for others (1 min), pray for yourself (1 
min), and listen (2 min). 

 λ Is being with Jesus a priority in your everyday life? 

PRAYER

“Heavenly Father, we thank You for being a Father who is always listening. We know 
You are a God who moves with prayer. Jesus, teach me to pray like You prayed. Amen.”



DAY 19

EPHESIANS 2:10
“FOR WE ARE GOD’S HANDIWORK, CREATED IN CHRIST JESUS TO 

DO GOOD WORKS, WHICH GOD PREPARED IN ADVANCE FOR US TO 
DO.” 

In his letter to the church of Ephesus, Paul is strengthening believers in their Chirstian 
faith by explaining the purpose of the church; to be the body of Christ. You see, God is 
doing a good work in us. He is building us up to prepare us for something that He has 
planned, even when we might not yet see it. 

Most of you have probably heard the story of David and Goliath. As a boy, David 
led the Isrealites in the battle against the Philistines after killing a giant named 
Goliath, the Philistine Army’s champion. David was a man with many strengths and 
accomplishments, but the bible makes no effort to hide his failures. Yet David was 
remembered and respected for his heart for God! God started his work in David long 
before he stepped out with his stones and a sling, and we can learn as much from David 
the boy as we can from David, the Psalmist and King. 

David was the youngest of Jesse’s sons. He may have felt like an outcast, and spent much 
of his time isolated from others. As a child, he most likely spent his time developing 
his skills, which included his musical talents and protecting his family’s sheep from 
predators. During this time, he also developed an intimate relationship with God. In 
1 Samuel 17, David who is just a boy is preparing to fight Goliath and exclaims, “The 
Lord who rescued me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will rescue me 
from the hand of this Philistine.” David’s time alone with God, and his trust in God, 
gave him confidence and prepared him to start the work that the Lord had in store for 
him.

He may not have known this at the time, but even as a child David was developing a 
skill set that would be used to advance God’s Kingdom. This might be a season where 
you are confident in how the Lord is working in you. On the other hand, this might be 
a time of uncertainty and confusion in your life. Remember to be still in this season, as 
God is always working. God is preparing you to take down the “giants” in your life, and 
He will work through you to bring glory to Him. 



REFLECTION

 λ Even as a boy, David had such confidence when facing his giant. How is your 
relationship with God helping you face your “giants” now? 

 λ What God given skill or gift do you recognize in yourself ? How can that be used to 
serve others and advance His Kingdom? 

PRAYER

“Father, I know that you are always working in me. Continue to equip me in this season 
to face and bring down my giants. Help me recognize and use the gifts you have given 
me for your glory. Amen” 



DAY 20

GALATIANS 6:9 
“LET US NOT BECOME WEARY IN DOING GOOD, FOR AT THE PROPER 

TIME WE WILL REAP A HARVEST IF WE DO NOT GIVE UP.” 

Take a moment to reflect on the year 2020. The beginning of last year was most 
likely full of plans, fresh starts, and new goals. Many of us were living securely and 
comfortably. It didn’t take long before our worlds were flipped upside down, and 
certainly there is not a person who hasn’t experienced tumultuous change in their life. 
We have dealt with the loss of jobs, relationships, normalcy, and even the loss of loved 
ones. It may look like we have nothing to gain from 2020. 

However, In the midst of the chaos, we can be confident that God is working. In 
Galatians 6, Paul encourages believers who have gone astray. The believers in Galatia 
had begun to rely on things of this world rather than binding their faith in grace and 
love. He reminds them to press on, turn their eyes back to God, and they will reap a 
harvest if they “do not give up.” 

Can you look back at how you persevered through this year? Can you see how your 
faith in God has grown? Try to reflect on areas where you saw God working. Are there 
seeds that were planted, doors that were opened, or lives transformed even in the midst 
of turmoil? 

Now, take a glimpse ahead to where you want to be at the end of this year. When 2021 
is all said and done, what will the fruit of your harvest look like? What seeds will you 
plant now to reap a harvest that is filled with joy and hope? 



REFLECTION

 λ What are some of the seeds that you will plant in 2021? Choose some to be 
intentional about. This may include a daily prayer or devotional time, actively 
participating in the weekly message, serving, becoming a part of a small group 
community, encouraging others, praying for your spouse/children/friends/family 
members, becoming involved in your child’s spiritual growth, praying as a family, 
helping your neighbor, and the list goes on! 

 λ The “soil,” or condition of your heart will determine how your “seeds” grow.  What 
kind of “soil” are you planting your seeds in? Take a look at the parable of the four 
soils in Matthew 13 to further reflect on this question. 

PRAYER

“Heavenly Father, we give You thanks for the constant reminders of Your strength, even 
in times of our weakness. Help me to sow seeds that will reap a harvest to glorify You. 
Amen.” 



DAY 21

PSALM 51:10
“CREATE IN ME A PURE HEART, O GOD, AND RENEW A STEADFAST 

SPIRIT WITHIN ME.”

God desires a pure heart. The problem? Our hearts are deceptive beyond all cure ( Jer. 
17:9). Without the renewing of the heart we are wicked, lost and deceived at best. How 
can we overcome this monumental obstacle? Faith and repentance. 

Prayer should always begin with God searching our hearts. We come before God naked 
in all of our ways. We lay our hearts out on the examination table before Him, bearing 
our souls and giving Him all access to the dark areas of our lives. Once His light shines 
in, we begin to see the dark recesses of the corners of our hearts that we may have either 
withheld from Him or conveniently ignored for obvious reasons. 

Jesus Himself said that those who have a pure heart will see God (Matthew 5:8). As you 
take this 21-day prayer journey, lay your heart before the Lord. Let Him see you in all 
of your fragility and weakness. Allow His light to shine in and not only reveal sin but 
renew a steadfast spirit within you. As God renews your heart, you too will be able to 
see Him for who He truly is; holy, lovely and altogether good! 

REFLECTION

 λ What prevents you from allowing God to truly see your heart?
 λ How can asking God to search you, change your personal relationship with Him?

PRAYER

“Heavenly Father, search me and know me. Show me the areas where I have fallen short 
and give me the grace to continue in faith. Thank You for Your kindness You’ve show 
me in Jesus. Amen.”
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